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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i koth rough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1 , 3, and 15 and CANCEL claim 2 without prejudice or disclaimer 
in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Currently amended) A heating cooker, comprising: 
a cabinet to define a cooking cavity therein; 

a steaming vessel to contain food and water therein, the steaming vessel being laid on a 
vessel seat depressed into a bottom wall of the cooking cavit y to a predetermined depth : and 

a first heater provided at the bottom wall of the cooking cavity to correspond to the depth 
of the vessel seat so as to heat the bottom wall of the cooking cavity on which the steaming 
vessel is laid. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently amended) A heating cooker, comprising: 
a cabinet to define a cooking cavity therein: 

a steaming vessel to contain food and water therein, the steaming vessel being laid on a 
bottom wall of the cooking cavity; and 

a first heater provided at the bottom wall of the cooking cavity to heat the bottom wall of 
the cooking cavity on which the steaming vessel is laid Tho hoating cooker accord i ng to c l aim 1 , 
wherein the steaming vessel comprisos: includes 

a lower vessel body closely laid on the bottom wall of the cooking cavity to 
contain the water therein^ 

a steaming plate seated in the lower vessel body to be held at an edge of the 
lower vessel body so that the steaming plate is spaced apart from a bottom of the lower vessel 
body, the steaming plate having a structure to allow steam to pass the steaming plate^and 

a lid to close an open top of the lower vessel body. 

4. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 1 , further comprising 



2 



Serial No. 10/749,384 
a second heater provided in the cooking cavity to heat air in the cooking cavity. 

5. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 4, further comprising: 
a hot air circulation unit to circulate the air in the cooking cavity. 

6. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 5, wherein the hot air circulation 
unit comprises: 

a fan chamber formed by recessing a rear wall of the cooking cavity; 

an air circulation fan installed in the fan chamber; and 

a motor installed outside the cooking cavity to rotate the air circulation fan. 

7. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 6, further comprising: 

a third heater installed in the fan chamber at a predetermined position around the air 
circulation fan to heat the air discharged from the air circulation fan. 

8. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 7, wherein the air circulation fan 
is a centrifugal fan in which air is drawn into through a central space of the air circulation fan, 
and is discharged to an outside of a circumference of the air circulation fan in radial directions. 

9. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 7, further comprising: 

first and second heat-shielding pates mounted to an inner casing of the cabinet at a 
position outside the recessed rear wall of the cooking cavity to intercept heat transmitted from 
the third heater to an outside of the fan chamber. 

10. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 9, wherein the first and second 
heat-shielding plates are integrated into a single body with a thermal insulating space defined 
between the first and second heat-shielding plates. 

11 . (original) The heating cooker according to claim 9, further comprising: 

a drive motor installed outside of the first and second heat-shielding plates to rotate the 
air circulation fan; 

a motor bracket mounted to an outer surface of the second heat-shielding plate to hold 
the drive motor; and 

a cooling fan installed at a space defined between the inner casing and an outer casing 
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at the back of the cabinet to cool the drive motor. 

12. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 8, further comprising: 

a chamber cover mounted to an open front of the fan chamber to cover the air circulation 

fan and the third heater; 

a plurality of air suction ports provided at a central area of the chamber cover; and 

a plurality of air distribution ports provided along an outside edge of the chamber cover, 

wherein, 

hot air in the cooking cavity is drawn into the fan chamber through the air suction ports 
due to a suction force of the air circulation fan, and is distributed from the fan chamber into the 
cooking cavity through the air distribution ports of the chamber cover. 

1 3. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 3, further comprising: 
a bank part provided along an edge of an open top of the lower vessel body. 

14. (original) The heating cooker according to claim 13, wherein the steaming plate 
has an edge flange along an edge thereof, so that the steaming plate is horizontally seated in 
the lower vessel body by the edge flange, which is seated on the bank part of the lower vessel 
body. 

15. (Currently amended) A heating cooker having a cabinet to define a cooking 
cavity therein, comprising: 

a steaming vessel to contain food and water therein, the steaming vessel being laid on a 
vessel seat depressed into a wall of the cooking cavity to a predetermined depth: and 

a first heater provided at the wall of the cooking cavity to correspond to the depth of the 
vessel seat so as to produce hot steam from the water contained in the steaming vessel.a 
st e am i ng vosso l prov i ded on a wa ll of the cook i ng cav i ty to conta i n food and wator th e r e in; and 

a hoator prov i dod at tho wa ll to hoat th e st e am i ng v e ss el to produoo hot stoam from tho 
water conta i nod i n tho stoam i ng vosso l . 
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